
ACPS Claim Evidence/Source Provided About the Research 

“A 2017 study by the Gay 
Lesbian and Straight 
Education Network found that 
nearly eighty-four (84%) 
percent of transgender 
students and seventy (70%) 
percent of gender-expansive 
students were bullied or 
harassed at school. When 
these students do not feel 
affirmed or safe, they cannot 
learn or participate in school 
activities effectively.” 

From the ACPS Transgender 
Policy, pg. 1, in “Need for 
Policy” section 

The 2017 National School 
Climate Survey: The 
Experiences of Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, and Queer 
Youth in Our Nation’s 
Schools 

https://www.glsen.org/rese
arch/2017-national-school-
climate-survey 

● Study Format: A public/online 
survey focused on all 
LGBTQ+ students between 
13 and 21. 

● Study Participants: Anyone 
with the link who claimed to 1) 
be between 13 and 21 and 2) 
have attended school the prior 
year. There was nothing 
barring participants from 
taking the survey multiple 
times. 

● Note: This year’s survey is 
also public: 
https://www.glsen.org/2021-
national-school-climate-
survey 

● No amount of harassment is 
ok, but this study does not call 
out transgender student 
experiences as stated in the 
ACPS policy.   



“Transgender youth are far 
more likely to experience 
violence victimization such as 
bullying at school (2X the rate 
of peers)” 

From the ACPS Proposed 
Transgender and Gender-
Expansive Student Policy 
Information Session - July 28, 
2021 

Johns, Michelle M. et al., 
CDC’s MMWR vol. 68 
(https://www.cdc.gov/mmw
r/volumes/68/wr/pdfs/mm6
803a3-H.pdf) 

● The research is derived from 
the Youth Risk Behavior 
Surveillance System 
(YRBSS), which studies youth 
risks, but does not analyze 
risks specific to transgender 
youth. 

● Data were collected from 19 
sites where the local entity 
chose to pilot a question 
[transgender (Y/N)] among 
high schoolers to try to 
associate risk behaviors with 
transgender status.  None 
surveyed  were from Virginia 
or Albemarle County.  

● No transgender data from 
elementary or middle school 
students. 

● As noted by the authors, a 
major limitation was the 
inability to include sex of 
transgender respondents. 
Rather than comparing 
transgender vs. non-
transgender, risk behaviors of 
all transgender students was 
compared against individual 
male and female non-
transgender rates, biasing 
toward higher rates reported 
among transgender students: 

Bullied at school 

non-transgender (male) - 
14.7%;  
non-transgender (female) - 
20.7%;  
transgender - 34.6%   

 


